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South Carolinians who are interested in getting a REAL ID compliant driver’s license or identification card, in the future, may
bring their identity documents to SCDMV branches across the state to avoid lines at branches once the cards become available.
You must bring all of the following:





Two Proofs of Current SC Address
Proof of Identity, US Citizenship, and Date of Birth
Proof of Social Security Number
Proof of Any Legal Name Change(s) if applicable

If you applied for and received your SC beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or identification card during or after November
2010¸ you should not have to bring the documents listed above, because the SCDMV already has them on file. You may call
803-896-5000 to check the status of your documents if you believe you fall into the category above.
This does not mean you renewed your license or ID during or after November 2010.
You do not have to get a REAL ID compliant license or ID. It is voluntary and optional to change your current license or ID
to a REAL ID compliant card. You do not need a REAL ID if you have a valid US Passport, military ID, or another federally
approved identification.
You do not need a REAL ID to drive, vote, visit unsecure federal facilities (post office), access hospitals, participate in law
enforcement proceedings, or receive benefits for which you are entitled (Veterans Affairs, Social Security).
Bringing in your documents now means you may not have to come to a branch when the cards are available and can order your
REAL ID compliant license online in the future.
REAL ID compliant licenses and identification cards will not be available until late 2017 or early 2018.
You will begin seeing strategically placed advertisements for REAL ID. These include, but are not limited to, websites, social
media, and printed materials. If you see an advertisement for REAL ID that includes the SCDMV logo, you may click on it and
be taken to the SCDMV website, www.scdmvonline.com, for more information on REAL ID.
The SCDMV submitted its request for an extension through October 10, 2017 to the US Department of Homeland Security on
April 6, 2017. It anticipates receiving this extension this month. This means your current, unexpired SC license or ID can be
used as your identification until October 10, 2017. There is no reason to believe an extension will not be granted. Additional
extensions are anticipated until the state is certified as being fully compliant.
Contact Information:
Laura Bayne
Deputy Director of Legislative Affairs
803-260-0005
Laura.Bayne@scdmv.net

John Padgett
Legislative Liaison
803-608-6202
John.Padgett@scdmv.net

Post Office Box 1498, Blythewood, South Carolina 29016

South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles
United States Citizens’ Checklist

MV-93
(Rev. 05/15/17)

These requirements are for someone who is applying for a first-time SC driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or identification card; or was previously licensed in SC and
is returning after being issued a license or ID in another state; or when a credential has been expired for more than nine months. If you previously held a SC
credential, you will not need to provide your identity and SSN documents again if a copy of those documents can be located in SCDMV’s files but you are required to
provide two updated documents with your current address. Please use this checklist as a reference.
A. You must surrender any driver’s license, beginner’s/learner’s permit, or ID issued by another state. If it was lost or stolen, you must provide a certified copy of
your driving record from the state that issued the driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or ID.
B. You must provide the following original (not photocopies) documents unless otherwise stated. All documents are subject to verification. This list is subject to
change at the SCDMV’s discretion. Documents not in English must be translated by a qualified translator. The translator must have a letter of verification from
their employer on letterhead qualifying them as a translator. The translation must be made on the Translation Document (SCDMV form 4030).
 1. Two proofs of SC address. 6 CFR Section 37.11(f); SC Code Sections 56-1-40(7), -80(3)
 2. Proof of US citizenship/proof of identity, date and place of birth. 6 CFR Section 37.11(c), (d); SC Code Sections 56-1-40(7),-80,-90
 3. Legal documents supporting name change(s), if applicable. See specific requirements below. 6 CFR Section 37.11(c)
 4. Proof of social security number. 6 CFR Section 37.11(e); SC Code Section 56-1-90.
 5. Automobile liability insurance information from a company licensed to do business in SC. Insurance information is not required for a beginner’s permit or
ID. SC Code Section 56-1-80(C).
1. Two Proofs of SC Address - As the applicant, you MUST provide

two items from the categories listed below and both must show your name and
current SC address of residence (not PO Box). Both items must be from a different
category (a through o).

a) Unexpired SC driver’s license, beginner’s permit, ID, or vehicle

b)
c)
d)
e)

registration: must show your current residential address or your updated
address must be on file within the SCDMV’s system if it is not reflected on
your credential.
Unexpired SC Concealed Weapons Permit (CWP).
County tax bill or property tax receipt for your residence (current or
preceding calendar year) Must be mailed to your SC address.
State or federal tax records Income tax returns for current or prior year are
acceptable including electronic tax file or W2. You must be listed as a
primary tax payer or dependent.
School records - must be from an SC school, college or university (current
or prior school year).
 Letter or contract from Home Schooling Association.
 Official letter from your school or school district on school or district
letterhead (must indicate enrollment period).
 Certified transcript.
 Out-of-state or in-state tuition bill with your SC physical address.
 Letter from an out-of-state boarding school or a professional career
development institute indicating that you live in SC and attend school outof-state.

If presenting one of the following items, it cannot be more than 90 days old.
f) Utility bill for services at your current SC residence (mailed to your SC
address, not an out-of-state address): may be a water, sewer, gas and
electricity, cable/satellite TV, internet, cell phone, or telephone bill.
g) Financial statements: credit card or bank statement or signed letter on
bank letterhead: must also show your name and SC physical address as
the account holder.
h) Home mortgage monthly statement or deed.
i) Social security check or annual statement.
j) Insurance documentation from a company licensed to do business in SC:




Automobile or life insurance bill (cards or policies are not accepted).
Health insurance statement (cards or policies are not accepted).
Homeowner’s insurance policy or bill.

k) Current letter of employment or payroll stub/statement from an SC or

out-of-state employer.

l) US Postal Service letter or item delivered by the US Post Office:

 Change of address confirmation letter or postmarked US mail with
forwarding address label must contain your first and last name, state and
zip code.
 Any postmarked mail showing your name and delivered by the US Post
Office to your current address such as: personal letters, or magazines (not
advertisements).

m) Parolee letter from parole officer.
n) Other documents issued by federal/state/municipal government.

2. Proof of US Citizenship/Proof of Identity and Date of

Birth - You must provide one of the following:
a) Birth certificate with birth/file, book, volume, page or tracking number

and registrar’s signature issued by the county or Bureau of Vital
Statistics.
 Birth certificate from US territory (must be translated if not in
English) American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto
Rico (issued after June 30, 2010), and the US Virgin Islands.
 Delayed birth certificate. If your birth certificate was not issued at
time of birth, you can apply for your birth certificate from the Bureau
of Vital Statistics.
b) Unexpired US Passport or US Passport Card.
c) Certificate of US Naturalization - USCIS Form (N-550 or N-570).
d) US government issued Consular Report of Birth Abroad.
e) Certificate of Citizenship (N-560 or N-561).
If your birth certificate shows that you were not born in the United States, you
must also provide an additional document from the above list to prove US
citizenship.
3. Legal Documents Supporting Name Change(s)
If your name has changed since birth, you have two options:
a) Present a valid unexpired US Passport or US Passport Card in your
legal name, instead of a birth certificate, and not have to present any
name change documents; or
b) Present a birth certificate or other identity document and provide all legal
documents of your name changes linking your name on that identity
document to your present day name. These are examples of legal
documents that might support a legal name change: adoption records,
copy of marriage certificate or license issued by state/county records
office, certificate of naturalization, and court ordered name change.
You have one opportunity at the time of marriage to change your middle
and/or last name. You may not change your name again to a different
variation of the married name without a court order.
4. Proof of Social Security Number (SSN) - You must provide one
of the following and it must show your name and entire SSN:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Social security card.
SSA-1099 – “Survivor Benefit Form”.
SSA non-1099 form.
Payroll stub must include your name and the employer’s name.
W-2 Form must include employer’s name, address, and your name.

Visit the Social Security Administration’s website for instructions on how to replace a lost
social security card http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber/

5. Automobile Liability Insurance Information from a
company licensed to do business in SC only if you are applying for a driver’s
license.

o) Letter from director of SC social welfare institution (such as a

homeless shelter, battered women’s shelter, halfway house, group home,
orphanage) stating you are a resident of the facility.
If you are from a United States Territory, you must successfully complete the vision, knowledge, and
skills tests when applying for commercial driver’s licenses.

South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles
International Customers’ Checklist

MV-94
(Rev. 05/15/17)

These requirements are for someone who is applying for an SC driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or identification card (ID). Please use this checklist as a reference.
A. Driver’s License: If you are applying for a license you must complete these steps.
1) Surrender any driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or identification card issued by another state in the US. If it was lost or stolen, you must provide a certified copy of your driving record from the
state that issued the license, beginner’s permit or identification card. If you have a driver’s license or beginner’s permit issued by another country, it may need to be shown (not surrendered) as
proof of prior driving experience.
2) Provide original (not photocopied) documents for each of the categories listed on this document unless otherwise stated. This list is subject to change at the SCDMV’s discretion.
3) Pass a vision test.
4) Pass a knowledge and skills test unless you have a valid driving credential issued by a country that has established reciprocity with South Carolina. This is a requirement when a driver’s license is
issued for the first-time and when renewing a license that has been expired over nine months.
The SCDMV will not issue a license to an international customer for less than one year or more than five years. You will be granted a one year extension of your driver’s license if you
change status while in the US, are pending a change of status, or request a visa extension in status. You must provide all original entry documents, (even if expired) in addition to
documentation from US immigration authorities authorizing current presence in the US for the specific visa status.
B. Beginner’s Permit: If you are applying for a beginner’s permit, you must complete steps 1, 2 and 3 above and pass a knowledge test. Steps 2 and 3 must be repeated when you are ready
to take the skills test to upgrade from a beginner’s permit to a driver’s license.
C. Identification Card: If you are applying for an ID, you must complete steps 1 and 2 above.
You must provide the following original documents unless otherwise stated. All documents are subject to verification. Documents not in English must be translated by a qualified translator on the Translation
Document (SCDMV form 4030). The translator must provide a letter of verification from his employer on letterhead qualifying him as a translator.
 1. Two proofs of SC address (see below) required when applying for a license, beginner’s permit, or ID for the first time; upgrading your credential such as an ID to a beginner’s permit or a
beginner’s permit to a license; or when renewing a license, beginner’s permit, or ID that is expired over nine months. 6 CFR Section 37.11(f); SC Code Sections 56-1-40(7), -80(3).
 2. Proof of identity, date and place of birth (see specific requirements below). 6 CFR Section 37.11(c), (d); SC Code Sections 56-1-40(7), -80, -90.
 3. Proof of social security number or a letter from Social Security Administration stating you are not allowed to work in the US. 6 CFR Section 37.11(e); SC Code Section 56-1-90.
 4. Proof of authorized length of stay in the US (see specific requirements below). 6 CFR Section 37.11(g); SC Code Section 56-1-40(7), -80.
 5. Legal documents supporting name change(s), if applicable (see specific requirements below). 6 CFR Section 37.11(c)
 6. Automobile liability insurance information (not required for a beginner’s permit or ID) from insurance company licensed to do business in SC. SC Code Section 56-1-80(C).
1. Two Proofs of SC Address - As the applicant, you must provide two items from the categories
listed below and both must show your name and current SC address of residence (not PO Box).
Both items must be from a different category (a through p). Proof of address is not required when
renewing a driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or identification card that has not been expired
over nine months.

a) Unexpired SC driver’s license, beginner’s permit, ID, or vehicle registration: must

show your current residential address or your updated address must be on file within the
SCDMV’s system if it is not reflected on your credential.
b) Unexpired SC Concealed Weapons Permit (CWP).
c) County tax bill or property tax receipt for your residence (current or preceding
calendar year). Must be mailed to your SC address.
d) State or Federal tax records Income tax returns for current or prior year are acceptable
including electronic tax file or W2. You must be listed as a primary tax payer or dependent.

e) School records (current or prior school year)

 Letter or contract from SC Home Schooling Association.
 Official letter from your SC school or school district on school or district letterhead (must
indicate enrollment period).
 Certified transcript (SC school, college or university).
 Out-of-state or in-state tuition bill with your SC physical address.
 Letter from an out-of-state boarding school or a professional career development institute:
must indicate that you live in SC and attend school out-of-state.

4. Proof of Authorized Length of Stay in the United States
In addition to the above documents that are required of all immigrants, you must provide an
additional document authorizing your current stay for the specific visa status you were
granted. Listed below are the most common visa statuses. If your visa allows you to work or
attend school in the US, you must provide written verification from your employer or school
on company letterhead showing that you are currently employed or enrolled in good
standing. The appropriate designated authority must sign the letter.
You must provide this document based on your visa status
Valid and paid SC real estate (home only) property tax
B1 or B2
receipt
E1 or E2, H1 or H2, L1 or L2 Letter of employment
F1 or F2
Form I-20
J1 or J2
Form DS-2019 or IAP-66
Marriage License/Certificate and Form I-797-Notice of
K1 or K2
Action (must show that you applied for permanent status)
TN or TD
Letter of Employment
What is your visa status?

IMMIGRANT - You must renew or replace your driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or ID in person at
a designated SCDMV branch.

 Permanent Resident Alien (foreign national):

Unexpired Form I-551 or valid passport stamped “I-551 approved” or “processed for I-551”.
You must also provide proof of place of birth, if not displayed on permanent resident card.
I-551 must display fingerprint for anyone who is 14 years of age or older.
f) Utility bill for services at your current SC residence (mailed to your SC address not an
Social security card.
out-of-state address): may be a water, sewer, gas and electricity, cable/satellite TV, cell
NON-IMMIGRANT - You are not eligible for a specialized license or commercial driver’s license.
phone or telephone bill.
g) Financial statements: credit card or bank statement or signed letter on bank
 Refugee with a sponsoring organization:  Refugee without a sponsoring organization:
letterhead: must also show your name and SC physical address as the account holder.
a) I-94 stamped “refugee”.
a) Unexpired Employment Authorization Card I-766.
b) Social security card.
b) Social security card.
h) Home mortgage monthly statement or deed.
i) Social security check or annual statement.
 Asylee:
a) I-94 stamped “Asylee”.
j) Insurance documentation from a company licensed to do business in SC:
b) Unexpired passport.
 Automobile or life insurance bill (cards or policies are not accepted).
c) Social security card or letter from the Social Security Administration stating you are not
 Health insurance statement (cards or policies are not accepted).
allowed to work in the US. This letter cannot be used as proof of address.
 Homeowner’s insurance policy or bill.
OR
- Unexpired Employment Authorization Card I-766.
k) Current letter of employment or payroll stub/statement from an SC or out-of-state
- Social security card.
employer.
 Other non-immigrant granted temporary entry into the US must provide the following
l) US Postal Service letter or item delivered by the US Post Office:
documents:
 Change of address confirmation letter or postmarked US mail with forwarding address label
must contain your first and last name, state and zip code.
a) Passport with unexpired visa.
 Any postmarked mail showing your name and delivered by the US Post Office to your current
b) I-94.
address such as: personal letters, or magazines (not advertisements).
c) Social security card or letter from the Social Security Administration stating you are not
m) Parolee letter from parole officer.
allowed to work in the US. This letter cannot be used as proof of address.
OR
- Unexpired Employment Authorization Card I-766.
n) Letter from director of SC social welfare institution (such as a homeless shelter,
- Social security card.
battered women’s shelter, halfway house, group home, or orphanage): must state you are

If presenting one of the following items, it cannot be more than 90 days old

a resident of the facility.

o) Letter from sponsoring organization approved by the US Department of State to

resettle refugees.
p) Other documents issued by federal/state/municipal government.

2. Proof of Identity, Date and Place of Birth - You must also provide the applicable

documents listed here if you are applying for a first time driver’s license, beginner’s permit, or
ID; renewal; or a name change.

3. Proof of Social Security Number (SSN) - You must present an SSN or non-work
authorized status from the Social Security Administration.

a)
b)
c)
d)

5. Legal Documents Supporting Name Change(s)
If your name has changed since birth, you must present all legal documents (such as:
adoption records, copy of marriage certificate or license issued by state/county records
office, certificate of naturalization, and court ordered name change) supporting all name
changes from the name which appears on your immigration document to the present. Your
new name must appear on your current valid US issued immigration document (EAD, I-797
Notice of Action, permanent resident card) as it will appear on your SC driver’s license,
beginner’s permit, or ID. You have one opportunity at the time of marriage to change your
middle and/or last name. You many not change your name again to a different variation of
the married name without a court order.
6. Automobile Liability Insurance Information from a company licensed to do business in
SC if you are applying for a driver’s license.

REAL ID FAQs
Definitions
Compliant – A compliant identification is one that meets the federal standards set forth
in the REAL ID Act of 2005. This includes, but is not limited to, an unexpired US
Passport/Passport Card, valid military ID, driver’s license from a REAL ID compliant
state, and other federally approved identifications.
Non-Compliant – A non-compliant identification is one that does not meet the federal
standards set forth in the REAL ID Act of 2005. This includes a non-compliant South
Carolina driver’s license or identification card. Non-compliant SC driver’s licenses will
say “Not For Federal Identification.”
Federal Facility – A federal facility includes, but is not limited to, buildings like the Strom
Thurmond Federal Building in Columbia, the VC Summer Nuclear Station in
Jenkinsville, Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter, and the United States Capitol in
Washington, DC. A complete list of federal buildings in South Carolina can be found at
www.gsa.gov.
1. What is the Real ID Act?
The United States Congress passed the REAL ID Act of 2005 as a result of the
9/11 Commission. The Commission recommended the Federal Government set
standards for driver’s licenses and other types of government-issued
identification cards across the country.
2. Am I required to obtain a REAL ID driver’s license or ID card?
No. South Carolina is offering a non-compliant and a compliant REAL ID option.
If you will be boarding a plane or accessing a federal building or military base,
you may want to consider getting a REAL ID compliant SC beginner’s permit,
driver’s license, or identification card. If you have a valid US Passport/Passport
Card, military ID, or another federally approved identification, you may use this
as your form of identification, but you must have it with you to board a plane or
access a federal building or military base on October 1, 2020 and after.
If you feel you will not be boarding a plane or accessing a federal building or
military base, you do not need a REAL ID.
3. Why do I need a REAL ID?
If you will be boarding a commercial flight or visiting a secure federal facility, you
may want to consider getting a REAL ID compliant beginner’s permit, driver’s
license, or identification card. You must have some type of a federally approved
identification (whether this is a REAL ID compliant South Carolina beginner’s
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permit, license, or ID, US Passport/Passport Card, or military ID, etc.) to board a
commercial flight or visit a secure federal building on and after October 1, 2020.
If you have a valid, unexpired US Passport, US Passport Card, or another
federally approved identification, you may use this as your form of identification
instead of your SC beginner’s permit, license, or ID, but you must have this
identification source with you to access federally secured facilities on and after
October 1, 2020.
If you have a non-compliant license or ID, you can still do all of the following:
 Drive
 Vote
 Received federal benefits for which you’re entitled (Veterans Affairs,
Social Security Administration)
 Visit a non-secure federal building (i.e. a post office)
 Participate in law enforcement proceedings (serve on a federal jury, testify
in federal court)
 Receiving life-saving services/access a hospital
4. When can I get a REAL ID compliant card?
REAL ID compliant cards will be available to the public in late 2017 or early
2018. The SCDMV will release additional information when an exact date is
known. Once they’re available, you may get a REAL ID compliant South Carolina
driver’s license or identification card at any time, as long as you meet the
documentation requirements.
5. Which documents are needed to apply for a REAL ID?
The SCDMV must have your proof of identity/date of birth/US citizenship, proof
of social security number, two proofs of current South Carolina address, and
documents supporting any legal name change(s) (if applicable) on file with the
SCDMV if you’re interested in getting a REAL ID compliant driver’s license or
identification card.
Examples of some of the most common examples of required documents are the
following:
 Birth certificate or unexpired US Passport/Passport Card
 Social security card
 No more than 90-day-old water bill and a bank statement
These documents cannot be from the same category and must have your
name and your same current SC address.
 Marriage license, divorce decree, or court order to demonstrate any name
change.
v. 1 May 16, 2017
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You will find a complete list of the documents the SCDMV will accept on the
United States Citizens’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-93). You will find this form at
wwww.scdmvonline.com.
If you received your first SC beginner’s permit, license, or ID during or after
November 2010, the SCDMV should have your documents on file. If you think
you may fall into this category, call 803-896-5000 to check the status of your
documents.
The requirements for international customers are different. For a complete list of
documents for international customers, see the International Customers’
Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-94). You can find this form at
www.scdmvonline.com.
6. What if I do not have all of the documents when I visit a branch?
If you’re interested in receiving a REAL ID compliant beginner’s permit, driver’s
license, or identification card, the SCDMV must have all of the required
documents on file. If you prepare early, you should have a smooth visit to an
SCDMV branch. Please come with all required documents.
For a complete list of accepted documents, see the United States Citizens’
Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-93). If you’re an international customer, see the
International Customers’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-94). These forms are
available at www.scdmvonline.com.
7. Can I have a non-compliant and a compliant card?
No. If you choose to change your South Carolina beginner’s permit, driver’s
license, or identification card to a REAL ID compliant card, you will destroy or
turn in your old beginner’s permit, license, or ID, and you will receive a new card.
You may only have one card. You will either have a REAL ID compliant SC
beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or identification card or a non-compliant SC
beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or identification card. You cannot have both.
8. If my driver’s license expires before REAL IDs are available, do I have to
pay to renew my driver’s license and pay to get a REAL ID? So, am I paying
twice?
Yes. Do not drive with an expired driver’s license. If your license expires before
REAL IDs are available and you know you want to change to a REAL ID
compliant license, you will pay for the new license when you switch your current
card to a REAL ID compliant card. It is optional and voluntary to change your
current license to a REAL ID compliant license.

v. 1 May 16, 2017
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9. Why would I want a REAL ID?
A federally accepted identification (whether it’s a REAL ID compliant South
Carolina beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or identification card, US
Passport/Passport Card, military ID, etc.) must be used as your identification to
board a commercial flight or visit a secure federal building on and after October
1, 2020.
10. What does the REAL ID look like? Will it be different than a non-compliant
driver’s license or ID?
A REAL ID compliant beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or identification card will
include a gold star. A non-compliant beginner’s permit, license, or ID will include
the words “Not For Federal Identification” and it will not have a gold star.
Once REAL IDs are available, you may notice a slightly modified design for the
state’s licenses and IDs. This is done periodically to update security features
within the state’s cards. Even if the state was not offering REAL ID compliant
cards, the design of the licenses and IDs would have been updated.
11. What happens if I do not switch to REAL ID?
If you do not have a federally accepted form of identification (whether that’s a
REAL ID compliant South Carolina license or identification card, US
Passport/Passport Cart, military ID, etc.), you will not be able to use your SC
driver’s license or ID to board a domestic flight or visit a secure federal building
on and after October 1, 2020.
You may use your valid US Passport, US Passport Card, or other federally
approved identification to board a plane or a secure federal building instead, but
you must have it with you when doing the above activities.
If you have a non-compliant SC license, you will still be able to drive, vote,
receive federal benefits you’re entitled to (Veterans Affairs, Social Security
Administration, etc.), and access hospitals, among other things. If you have a
non-compliant SC identification card, you do not have driving privileges.
12. Am I still able to drive with my non-compliant driver’s license?
Yes. The “compliant/non-compliant” status is used only for boarding a domestic
flight or visiting a secure federal building. It does not affect your driving privilege.
If you have a South Carolina identification card, you do not have driving
privileges.
13. Can I use my existing driver’s license or identification card to fly on an
airplane or do I have to wait until I get a REAL ID?

v. 1 May 16, 2017
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Yes. When the state is fully certified, it is anticipated that you may use your
current, unexpired South Carolina license or ID to board an airplane until
October 1, 2020.
On and after October 1, 2020, you must have a valid federally accepted
identification (whether that’s a REAL ID compliant SC license or ID, US
Passport/Passport Card, military ID, etc.) to pass a TSA checkpoint in airports
nationwide.
14. Will I be able to have both a REAL ID compliant driver’s license and a REAL
ID compliant identification card?
No. You can only hold a REAL ID compliant driver’s license or a REAL ID
compliant identification card. You cannot have both a REAL ID compliant and a
non-compliant driver’s license or ID. If you have an identification card (whether
compliant or non-compliant with the federal REAL ID Act), you do not have
driving privileges.
15. Does everyone need a new driver’s license or identification card?
No. Receiving a REAL ID compliant license or ID is optional and voluntary.
Everyone must have some form of federally approved identification (whether
that’s an South Carolina REAL ID compliant beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or
identification card, valid US Passport/Passport Card, military ID, or another
federally approved identification) if you plan to enter federal facilities or board a
commercial flight on and after October 1, 2020.
16. How can I get my REAL ID—Online, through the mail, or only in person?
In the future, you may be able to get a REAL ID compliant driver’s license online
if the SCDMV has all of the needed documents on file for you. You will not be
able to get a license online if your license is suspended. You will be able to get
one in person with the required documentation.
The SCDMV has not yet determined whether you will be able to apply for a REAL
ID through the mail.
17. Can the SCDMV use my documents already on file?
Yes. The SCDMV likely already has your documents stored if:
- You received your first South Carolina beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or
identification card after November 2010
- You obtained a new South Carolina beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or
identification card after November 2010 upon moving back to South Carolina.
If you believe you fall into these categories, you may call 803-896-5000 to
confirm the agency has your documents. In the future, you will be able to check
v. 1 May 16, 2017
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the status of your documentation at scdmvonline.com.
18. How long do I have to get my new REAL ID?
Once the cards are available, you may change your license at any time if the
correct documentation is on file. On and after October 1, 2020¸ you must have a
federally approved identification (whether that’s a South Carolina license or ID
this is REAL ID compliant, US Passport/Passport Card, military ID, or other
federally approved identification).
19. Do I need to switch to REAL ID if I don’t fly, but travel by train, bus, or other
methods?
You should check with the specific travel method you’re interested in using.
20. Will I be turned away from traveling if I show up without a REAL ID? Is
there an exception process?
The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has stated that there will be an
exceptions process. As this information could change, please check with TSA for
its specific policy.
21. If I don’t switch to a REAL ID, will my non-compliant DL/ID still be valid?
Yes, to do certain things.
You do not need a REAL ID compliant beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or
identification card to drive, vote, receive federal benefits for which you’re entitled
(Veterans Affairs, Social Security Administration, etc.), access hospitals, visit
non-secure federal facilities (such as a post office), and participate in law
enforcement proceedings (such as serving on a federal jury, participating in a
federal investigation, testifying in federal court).
The REAL ID Act is a federal law that affects federal agencies and buildings.
22. Can I still vote if I do not have a REAL ID?
Yes.
23. Is a US Passport the only other acceptable identification if I don’t have a
REAL ID?
No. For a complete list of federally approved identification, check
www.dhs.gov/real-id.
24. What will happen after the deadline if I need to go onto the military base?
Will there be another extension?
With Governor Henry McMaster’s signature on H. 3358, the State of South
Carolina anticipates receiving another extension through October 10, 2017. So,
your current, unexpired South Carolina beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or
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identification card may be used as your identification to visit a secure federal
facility until then.
The State of South Carolina anticipates being certified as being fully compliant
well before October 1, 2020 or receiving additional extensions every October.
When this happens, your current, valid SC beginner’s permit, license or ID may
be used as your identification to board a commercial flight or visit a secure
federal facility until October 1, 2020. On and after October 1, 2020 you must
have a federally accepted identification (whether that’s a REAL ID compliant SC
license or ID, US Passport/Passport Card, military ID, etc.) to board a
commercial flight or visit a secure federal facility.
25. How will dependents of the Department of Defense (DOD), military, and
veterans access federal facilities?
On and after October 1, 2020 you must have a federally accepted identification
(whether that’s a REAL ID compliant SC license or ID, US Passport/Passport
Card, military ID, etc.) to board a commercial flight or visit a secure federal
building. For a complete list of federally acceptable identification, visit
dhs.gov/real-id.
26. I do not have an original or certified copy (not notarized) of my birth
certificate, what should I do?
If you were born in South Carolina, you should check with the South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmental Control
(http://www.scdhec.gov/VitalRecords/BirthCertificates/) for its requirements to
obtain a certified copy of your birth certificate. Original birth records are
permanently kept at SCDHEC, and they can produce birth certifications.
If you were not born in SC, first visit VitalChek.com. If your birth state is not on
VitalChek, you should contact the vital records office in your state of birth.
Additionally, the United States Citizens’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-93)
includes a complete list of accepted documents. If you have a different
document that proves your identity/date of birth/US citizenship (as outlined on the
form), you may use that instead of your birth certificate.
The requirements are different for international customers. If you’re an
international customer, you should check the document requirements on the
International Customers’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-94).
27. How will the REAL ID affect international customers?
If you’re an international customer, you should check the International
Customers’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-94) for a complete list of the
documents the SCDMV will accept to issue you a REAL ID compliant beginner’s
v. 1 May 16, 2017
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permit, driver’s license, or identification card.
28. Will anything change for customers seeking a beginner’s permit?
A customer interested in getting a beginner’s permit must check the
documentation requirements on the United States Citizen’s Checklist (SCDMV
Form MV-93) or the International Customers’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-94).
The SCDMV made changes to what it will accept as a customer’s proof of South
Carolina address in May of 2017. You must have two proofs of your current SC
address when you get a beginner’s permit. A complete list of accepted proofs of
address is found on the United States Citizens’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-93)
and the International Customers’ Checklist (SCDMV Form MV-94). Visit
www.scdmvonline.com for these forms.
29. When will a REAL ID expire? Will it be the same date as the one I have
now?
No. Once REAL IDs are available, all regular (Class D) driver’s licenses will
expire eight years after they’re issued. Whether you choose to get a REAL ID
compliant license or a non-compliant license, your license will expire eight years
after it’s issued. If you have an identification card, whether it is REAL ID
compliant or not, it will expire five years after it’s issued.
If you’re 65 or older, once the REAL IDs are available, your license will expire in
eight years instead of five.
If you have a commercial driver’s license, it will expire five years after it’s issued.
If you’re an international customer, your beginner’s permit, driver’s license, or ID
will be valid for no more than five years.
30. I do not want a REAL ID, can I keep the one I have now?
Yes. If you are not interested in changing your current South Carolina beginner’s
permit, driver’s license, or identification card to a REAL ID compliant card, you
may keep the card you have now. If you choose to keep your current card, its
expiration date will be the date currently shown on the card.
On and after October 1, 2020 you will not be able to use this card as your form
of identification to board a commercial flight or visit a secure federal facility.
31. Since I already have a driver’s license, can I avoid paying the $25 fee to get
a REAL ID compliant license by buying a $10 replacement card?
No. Once REAL ID compliant cards are available, there will be two types of
licenses.
Your card, as it is today, is a non-compliant card.
v. 1 May 16, 2017
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If you choose to switch to a REAL ID compliant card, the SCDMV must have all
required documents on file, and you must pay the $25 renewal fee. Remember, it
is optional to change to a REAL ID compliant card.
If you need a replacement license (for example, if you lost your license), you may
purchase a duplicate card for the existing $10 fee. Your new card will be the
same type of card as the one you are replacing.
So, once REAL ID cards are available, if you need to replace your current card,
as it is today, you can pay $10 and receive a non-compliant card that says “Not
For Federal Identification.”
If you have already switched to a REAL ID compliant license and you need to
replace that card, you can pay $10 and receive a new REAL ID compliant
license.
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